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Mahsatma Phule : Life and Work

Dr. Milind Mane

Asst. Professor Dept. of English Venkatesh Mahajan Sr. College Osmanabad. -

“Wllho.ut Knowledge, wisdom was lost: without wisdom morals were
lost: wnho'ut morals development was lost; 'with development wealth
was lost; without wealth shudras are ruined; all these disasters are due
_ . to lack of knowledge”
(vidyevina mati geli, mativina gati geli, gativina vitta geli, vitta vina shudra khchle, evde
anarth eka avidyene kele.)”
' Mahatma Phule
' . (Shekaryancha Aasud-1881)
' Indian society gained knowledge of new ideas, ethics, material progress and western education
after the arrival of Britishers in India. In 1818, the British annihilated the Peshwa and established British
rule. After the establishment of British rule in India as a whole and alternatively in Maharashtra too, it
came in contact with the western culture. As a result of the educational policy pursued by the British, a
well- educated and intelligent generation emerged and the well-educated become aware of the ideas of
freedom, equality, brotherhood, humanity and liberalism. While living he began to look at social and
religious matters. From that began the process of social awakening and modernization. A class of social
reformers emerged for social and religious awakening. The railways, post offices and telegram, roads built
by the British here helped in bringing about social cohesion. Mahatma Phule began social awareness in
Maharashtra in 19" century, in the twentieth century the tradition was carried forward by Lokhitwadi,
Jagannath Shankar Sheth, Balshastri Jambekar, Bhau Daji Lad, Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj and Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar in real sense. It seems to be going on even today. Mahatma Phule is to be considered
one of the most important social reformers in Maharashtra. His performance in the social movement is
' revolutionary. He dedicated his life to fighting for social chance by eradicating ignorance from the society.
He succeeded in this struggle. That is why his performance is revolutionary. This paper aim to focus to
“study life and work of the earliest and great social revolutionary Mahatma Phule.
His Life;- : ~
Mahatma Phule was born on 11" April 1827, his parents Govindrao and Chimnabai was from
Katgun a village from Satara district Maharashtra. The family belongs to Mali caste ( a low caste in.the
Brahmincal hierarchy of Hindu society) from the flower business came surname ‘Phule’ from its orig.mal
‘Gorhe’. Jyotirao had a brother named Rajaram, the unfortunate children lost their mother when Jyotirao
was on a year old. His father denied remarrying even when the tradition of polygamy. was prevalent.
Govindrao’s widowed cousin sister Sagunabai had nursed him with utter care. Not only did she take care
of his health but she also inculcated humanism in his' mind. Working as an ayah (care-Faker) in the
household of an English missionary she had closely witnessed devotion, sacrifice an(.i commltment.to the
life of service of the missionary’s. She inculcated the same in Jyotirao and prepared him to devote himself

to the cause of the poor and downtrodden ‘of the society. It was the need of the time to work for them

because the atrocities on the lower caste by higher caste were on its height. His e.arly efducation was
disrupted and began once again in 1841 by the collective attempts of his father, a Muslim neighbour Gafar

he was admitted to the English School of the Scott‘ish m‘issionaries. He
came in contact with higher caste children. Among his early friends. were Sf)l'{'le Mush'm Ch}k::i?,ew:; gr:;
made him aware of inj;stice and high values and meanne:ss ?f Hindu rc?ll}:glodn. J)tl%m?:a f,e s o
imp’clrtially examine the values of Dharma Sanst.ha. The beglfmmg of EnbghsCle’ li;::nx hr; mam-taganism e
segment of his life so his whole life got a twist. He was influenced by Chris ;

“ ish Mission in Pune and
i i * Christi rs as a student. Phule says, “The Scottish
s ad g R bit of knowledge and understand the rights of human

the Government institution helped me gain a little
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Sinmltaneous Bt i« Phis of
wivaii Maharai. George \\’;xshingsm'\ W hm,.c bmr{omm, l;:r‘m:-.m .:(m(‘i ghcncrmfs fminmc
jpressed him. He s\'hs‘gmﬂzl_\,' influenced by the Amencan uunko.r [humnsi """‘;‘: v“ ':“55‘- ‘OO{G- nghu i
‘~5‘nn  1"th of Humanity' ‘Common Sense ‘Age of R‘,m.s?l.l tn'ught' ke lTV{',Oi i elvidua)
freedom, cquality, justice, patural human rights and f(‘Sp()!\SIhllHl&‘i; |'ntcillrgcr;f:vj‘ c(lc. llh’ th(')ughts becam
sharp and more radical. Jyotirao had also explored %ht‘ ?“SC"?‘C. of Paine’s po '“Cf.' R mmfﬂ .th_(‘“ghts 50

ently appears in Jyotirao's writings. He was married to Savitribi Phq in

the term “human rghta’ freqe ’ [
when he was thirteen years old and she was barely nine. She was an Sl S h’flahntma Phule i
k in Maharashtra in 19" century. He

the mizzion of  life committed to the reform movement that too p
spetit o Jifetime for the wellbeing of society and took his last breath on 277 Nov. 1890.

' At the wedding of Bra"min friend he received abusive treatment. So his life took a turn. Due 1,

the degrading treatment of Shudras in the society, the misery of women, undesirable norms, traditions,
inequality he become ideological. His was firm on his role that the Brahmin class was mainly responsib|e
for the misery of the Shudras. Therefore, emphasis was laid on creating social awareness among the
Shudrax 1o improve their lives. As long as they do not become wise by learning, ignorance will no
disappear, so there will be no awakening, so Phule started awakening from education. He called for the
extablishment of schools for Shudras and girls against the social norms of his time. On creating social
awareness by describing the dire situation of Brahmins through books in Marathi language like
‘Barhmananche Kasab® *Gulamgiri® ‘Shetkaryancha Asood’ ‘Srvajanik Satyadharma’ ,’Ishara’, etc.. His
emphasis was on awakening through actual action, not just preaching. Dr. Shobha Shinde rightly remarks
in her book: Phule’s vision encompassed all humanity beyond the barriers of caste, creed, religion or
gender, He dreamt of the utopian society in which all inequalities would be removed and where there
would be a universal brotherhood. He called upon women, the shudras and atishudras to break the shekels
of slavery. He tnspired all Indians to work towards the building of egalitarian society and march on the
road on pregress. He not only worked for female education but searched for new answers to fight the
fyranny of - patriarchy and the double standards practiced by a male dominated society. He had no
pretensions towards philosophical premises or doctrines. He was an activist who practiced what he
preached. (Shinde:48:2014)

He was the champion of the noble principals of human equality and human freedom. He is considered to

bc‘- the *Martin Luther King' of Maharashtra who revolted for social equality and human freecdom.

His work:-

L. [ShC;:fb‘L:: lhouxd g::i;—e g?{ﬂiffgﬁi 12 s;:{llo?lgggdgkb in }i’une city in.1848_ which did not last long\ﬁ;f
Savitribai fm-d sent her 1o scixooi 1;) teach. The :ptearcczgtem ::ea‘ih cll['ldthls SClh)0.0 - hC. lg;\lghl('h\lso\l:‘:‘;
is running school by leaving her fOOISICIPS. The 'petr' d ph b )not y crtue th?t T t his

g y tried each and every means to disturb them bu

;}fdje §B\fIU’il?al accompanied him with great courage in his mission, The credit of the beginning of the
first schoo!l for girls in India goes 1o Phule couple.

brrngs
diciecione sith Christian evanpelists

greal people like S

-
-—— f . {3 o T N ¥ N i .
t ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁfﬁ;d lehoul for Untouchables:- Phule came to know the importance of wellbeing of the
v . g Ui - as 1 155 u '
s e 1;;;;: ::\1 he \}a‘; in n}t;nonary school. He thought education can bring drastic change au\d_
*¢ them aware of their rights as human beings at fi ‘ 7 s
il & s and that finally resulted in the developimen
” 1§,c country. 30 he started school for them in 185] ; ‘ A )
4 Socia! revolution - Phule ‘ |

Mabaradition. Tie v e, ;‘ A goal of social revolution against casteism, untouchability and so on i
against the anmed 1:;“”‘: ;‘”“F_)’W”g men, but came to know the lacunas that they con’t f18h
Wirtply mz:‘ial res ulu:‘u o B.mm%"r 30 he abandoned the path and decided to change the soctety
i Pl 1*‘(ﬁdi|i§4.‘i{ll' In his Hsson many times he was opposed, treated with contempt ane
of  Mabmmg' Just Ty ;2::;?‘:; :“; dl‘d‘ not l;lc\'i‘utc from the accepted work. He was conferred the titke
4. Eaventcipatiog « o Al IvYolution by the people of Mumb:
bﬂ W*s Wpation ol swiunen:. he sociul status of “.‘ plu of Mumbai, ;
FiRe notson that existed ap gy e for womer oien i Maharashtra was very poor in
: SUhune lor women that she i« . - (oY I
PAMESRR 2 Ienor 10 tman and hey ok f‘;’“‘ that she is only objects of pleasure and enjoyne
P> nted 0 child and kitchen. Her condition is worryin
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5. Child Murder Prevention Home:. T
outbreak.of CPide'“iCs’n”i (l)(:l:j]cl:]d: he custom of CHla imiogs wis prsalent dieing i tige, In the
young widows were fall prey(lo lhléc?h.lc were killed living behind his young widow Wife: dnghe
woman used to throw the batw 1 e u'sl of some close relatives and became pregnant. The widov
taboo for widows to pi aby in order to save themselves from the societal di e
give birth. Phule witnessed tI iti st e Ao
own house. He declared the Soldihs 1¢ condition z.md began this prevention home in his
their children will be taken it 0 ?0111? z'md have a safe birth, everything will be kept secret and
6. Ac'loption of a widow’s son:- le'le : Wdls assls‘led .by Lokhitwadi, Bhandarkar and Tukaram Padwal.
heir by his relatives whom he deniad 0\;!17 c' V\l/as childless. He was adviszed to remarry for the sake of
home. He named the child Yashqu't : 1eda(( lo;pted a son by. the Brahmin widow from his prevention
d Brahmin widow in 1889, ant and taken care of him and later Yashwant was married to a
. Member of Pune Yo Y
he looked after thgli‘:t‘é:;g‘tasl‘(t))f(-t‘l]zllu(lgrwlelstzll member of Pune Municipality for six years. As a member
8. Establishment of Satyashodhak Sa}:m' . -.n] 1:3hme§tmg i i oo
very-badly by the upper casio’ He es{ab'lis 1111 ; eS nineteenth century _t}}e lower class people were treated
lower caste people. Fié was thé oo ;tr atyashodhgk Samaj in 1873 to lessen to sufferings of
Oftier ‘than the abive works. bo o ene]d ¥ easurer and its membership was open to all. '
sspasitionito'aleotiol he Aisiats l, 1 pl is water well for thf: %mtouchables, he ran orpl'xanage, his
e g i oL s clear y that he 1_5 enemy of Brahminism and not Brahmins, his attempts
: rgmamage, he launched library, his attempts for the prevention of untouchability, his
improvements for farmers, his work for labour movement, his financial help for draught relief, he opposed
the custom of Sutti and polygamy. All his works and movements created consciousness in the lower
classes. His attitpde of t_olerating any injustice is exhausting. He strengthened the voice of untouchables
and taught them organize resistance. Mahatma Phule’s attacked the legacy of the upper caste and the
dominance of the priests, his courage and social revolution was unprecedented. He upheld the principles of
humanity and equality throughout his life. He started an all-out movement for the liberation of the Shudras
which were crushed under the guise of evil norms, traditions, superstitions, atrocities and ignorance in the

society. He will always be remembers as a pioneer of social revolution.
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