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Women and Globalization: An Overview

. Milind Y.Mane
/]\):st. Prof. Dept of English, V.M.Sr. College, Osmanabad.

-“““"T-l-l;- present age is the age of Q'Oba”,zation ]w']fer(; :)V(;ir;(z{tilcfnci}r:agag;;gzl;jpldly o i

ines and technique. One can observe the aftermat 1 of globaliz ' €very sphere of hyr..
".‘f'ChE"CS an is shrinking and bringing together various countries by broking the narrow domeggj,
e ho ivErsS e d society. On the other hand, it has transformed world i 1 vl
of caste, creed, religion, color, language and society : i into Mk
place. Globalization indicates that lhe. world. today is more inter ?0{1"@0_(3(1 the}n before, e
globalization was used in 1980 on an international _level by the. socxahst-, Journths-t and other Persop,
involved in decision making. The word was first used in .1944 and mc]udec! in ’Ehe dictionary. Matj, Albr,
says, “globalization means emergence of hum.aq gommumty asa .worl.d soc:e.ty . Robertlgox obseryes itz
“a limited functions of international labour division, new mlgra.tlon,. Increasing competition betwee, o nh’
and south and the rights of the state”. Martin Khor differently opines it as, “An old pattern of colonizatig, in
the third world”. Globalization is named differently in various fields in the field of climate it g calleq 4
‘global warming’ in the production field it is ‘global factions in the army it is ‘global weaponry’. In this way
various aspects of globalization is observed in various fields in the current years. According to Advereg S,
Herman, “globalization is the expansion across international borders of management and process. At the
same time, it is a condition of facilities and economic relation which is constantly expanding and jt
simultancously changing”. Whereas Oxford dictionary defines it, “the processes by which businesses o
other organizations develop international influence or start operating on an international scale”. Wikipedia
the free encyclopedia defines it, “Globalization is the connection of different parts of the world resulting in
the expansion of international cultural, economic and political activities. It is the movement and integration
of goods and people among different countries. There are advantages and disadvantages to globalization, all
of which have economic, social, political and cultural impacts”.

The above definitions clearly disclose that globalization is an international process affect each and
every aspects of modern human life, it will turn some into winners and others into losers. As it has affected
man in the same way it has affected woman as well who is the half of the humanity. The paper aims at to
study the changing role of women due to globalization. In the lives of women in developing world the
improvement is observed worldwide in the current wave of globalization. Nevertheless women remain
disadvantaged in many areas of life including education, employment health and civil rights. Various studies
and statistical data proved that majority of women are still devoid of education and the deaths during
pregnancy and even killed due to her secondary status in the world comparatively to man. Over the ages,
women have to face the problems of such as patriarchy and social pressures, caste based discrimination and
social restrictions; inadequate access to productive resources; poverty; insufficient facilities for
advancement; powerlessness and exclusion etc. Globalization made them available an avenues to improve
their status in the society, as every improvement has both sides white and black, globalization is also no

-
-
~
.

exception.

Positive Effects
1) Changing Role in Employment:- Traditionally woman were restricted to family only. She was not allowed

to take decisions in family as well. She has to bound herself on in daily chores like preparing food, cleaning.
serving food, rearing children etc., She was restricted to family for many reasons, one of the important
reason is that she is considered weak hence not considered secure outside home. Traditional Pam‘arChal
society bound her to family. from ages and also keen on gender roles. But globalization enabled women {0
cross the threshold of the home and achieve her career outside home. The traditional businesses Were
already ruined in industrial revolution and the next step is globalization. Joint families which were the
centers of her shackles were demolished in industrial revolution; the families have to settle in industrial are'l
particularly in urban area due to the demolition of small scale traditional rural industries. Nuclear famili€s
were settled in large number which creates new avenues for women to come out of home and involve :2
employment. It was not possible to lead life on the meager income of males so women even children hm}eeir
involve in employment. Industrial revolution becomes successful in bringing them out of home but lt}fo
status at these working places were lowest workers only which allowed to a lowest salary Comparﬂ“ve] )ces
men. Globalization which is the further step of industrial revolution developed their status at working P ﬂqm
and even atlractive salary equal to men. It created new avenues for working women to come up and €
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their bread and butter and be financially i
: ind i ir i :
society as well, ¥ Independent resulted in their improvement of status in family and

Changing Role in Socicty:-
amily:- Patriarch i g y
tll)leFf'lmil)y and iof il::'loslszlieti}x,] hdacd 'rt?slrlct(:(ll( her in family also. She was not allowed many basic rights in
il . cC1sion making capaci srarts ‘ .
economically independent and Béitcs, fiito & capacity. But globalization availed her opportunity to be

matically her status at family b i i

o tic amily become important. Being bread
w::::].md Sometin?éiyeshe has now bec'ome decision maker of the family. Now she is able to earn eqfx’al with
men ¢ ven more than him that place her on an important position in the family. -

arriage:- - .

e e e Ty i s e, M

e s . ered to retain sanctity and purity. Due to the
restnctlon. upon marriage she had to adjust and had to marry even an unsuitable part dh i
with him in the whole life. partner and had to adjust

In globallzaFlon she is exposed to the working class more and marriage within the same caste and class
has become less important. She has become choosy now and can chose more efficient partner irrespective of
caste. Inter-caste marriages enable her to break the baseless superstition like caste system.
HD Cas.te. Systegn:— Caste system in India particularly was strictly observed in society. It was a system
which divides Hindus into rigid hierarchal groups based on their Karma (work) and Dharma (duty) is
generally .accepted to be more than three hundred years old. It is class structure that is determined by birth. It
is a very inhuman and unjust system for any individual where any unable person gets importance due to his
high caste and an able person remains behind due to his lower caste. It would not be unreal if one say
globalization uprooted the caste system to some extent which is beneficial for lower caste women who were
in double lock being women and being lower caste. The changes brought by globalization created new
opportunities for them.
IV) Education:- Women were kept aloof for a long time from the facilities like education. Lack of
education created a lot of problem to achieve their overall progression. Globalization made available higher
and quality education for those women who can afford them economically and socially.
V) Employment:- Women were not allowed neither to take education nor to do job outside of home.
Industrialization made them to go outside and secure jobs though as a worker in industries with the country.
Globalization made available employment in technological and other advanced sectors outside of the
country. Suitable and qualified women are now securing their jobs available in other countries as well.
Negative Effects e o ) L.

Every transformation has both positive and negative sides. Globalization ha§ a.lso its negative 'snde.s.

Due to saturation in the field of employment a low paid part time and contract basis jobs are increasing in
number. Increased prices due to open economy demand more cope up wrfh changes from women. Because
of industrialization nuclear families are growing in number. Globalization kept the progress of nuclez_lr
families in number which lead miserable condition of older women. They have to spe_nt their older qg}:e in
isolation, not supported by their own children lead them to survive on a meagfer mconlne nziglc]lt \l\e/:lzivﬁ:g
company which is needed in that age. The men are migrating to the urban areas for employ

their women behind shouldering the whole responsibility of family and agriculture.

Conclusion:- t has challenged their talent as well. No

9k he same time i AR
Globalization offers women new avenues at t ( , identity,
doubt it has changed her lifestyle and improved her status in the society, offered ’helr Sel‘f\slecurigf,
5 Simultaneously it has created problems like her 1 ’

confidence, braveness and secure position. sl i1 bringing the
burden ter;sion and a lonely life for old women. Eventually globalization is successful gmng
b

i i i ilial and in every sector.
positive change in the outlook of their male class in social, economic and familial ¢ ry
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