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Editorial

Welcome to the April issue of NMIJMS, where we present a good collection of research papers that
illuminate India’s past and present through diverse lenses. This issuc brings together scholars who
explore revolutionary movements, cnvironmental challenges, women's contributions, and traditional
systems, offering fresh insights into India’s complex history and socicty.

India’s fight for freedom was shaped by countless individuals and groups, many of whom are
celebrated in this issue. Arijit Nag takes us to colonial Bengal (1870-1900). uncovering the secretive
societies that fueled early revolutionary zeal. Similarly, papers by Dr. Sheikh Husain Imam, Dr. Arun
Shivram Bawa, and others highlight the pivotal roles women played in the 1857 upnising and the
broader independence movement, reminding us of their courage and sacrifice. From Maharashtra’s
armed revolutionaries to unsung heroes like Virbhai Kotwal, these studics reveal the depth of India’s
struggle for liberty.

Environmental concerns, both historical and contemnporary, are a key focus of this issue. Dr. Tanmay
A. Paithankar and Dr. Gorakh P. Rathod examine the politics of climate change, offering insights into
modern environmental governance. Meanwhile, Mukund Janardhan Telap and others delve into
medieval India’s water management systems, showcasing innovative techniques that sustained
communities centuries ago. Contributions like Dr. Prashant A. Sable’s study on Malik Amber's water
management in Ahmednagar and Dr. K.J. Gavhane's historical analysis of India’s environmental
movements connect past wisdom with present-day challenges.

The role of women in shaping India’s history shines brightly in this issue. From medieval Muslim
dynasties to modern social movements, papers by Dr. D.N, Rithe, Dr. Sunita Gitte, and Dr. Vaishali
Bagul celebrate women's leadership in politics, administration, and labor movements. Notable figures
like Maharani Tarabai and Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum are explored, alongside broader studies on
women’s advocacy through commissions and their contributions to the freedom struggle. These works
underscore the enduring strength of women in Indian society.

This issuc also dives into India’s traditional and modem socio-economic frameworks. Dr. R.A. Chavan
and Dr. Giridhar Somvanshi explore the balutedari system, which made villages self-sufficient in
medieval Maharashtra. Agricultural reforms under Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and leaders like
Sharad Joshi are analyzed, highlighting their impact on farmers. Labor movements, led by figures like
Narayan Meghaji Lokhande and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, are examined for their role in uplifting workers,
while studies on caste, untouchability, and tribal education reflect on social justice.

India's cultural and spiritual legacy is another thread woven through this issue. Dr. Babasaheb Shep’s
work on Sant Jagmitra Naga's contributions to the Warkari tradition and Dr. Vitthal Gunde’s study of
Hampi's Vitthal Swami temple showcasc the richness of India’s devotional and architectural heritage.
Papers on Gandhara art and Jataka tales further enrich our understanding of India’s ancient cultural

tapestry.
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